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Philadelphia proposes concrete separation for
bike lanes on Spruce and Pine Streets
Using concrete barriers, such as curbs, to separate bike lanes from traffic is considered the most effective
safety measure for cyclists.

by Thomas Fitzgerald
Published Oct. 10, 2024, 2:02 p.m. ET

City transportation officials are 

 to the heavily used bike lanes along Pine and Spruce Streets,

including concrete elements to protect cyclists from motor vehicle

traffic.

Among the potential additions that the Office of Transportation and

Infrastructure Systems is presenting to the public:

Concrete  along

each block.

Planters in the buffer at intersections. The city says it is looking for a

partner organization to maintain them.

More daytime loading zones in parking lanes located across the

street from the bikeways on the two corridors. Some were installed

in June, but OTIS is considering more.

Meanwhile City Council is considering a bill introduced by Council

President  to designate bike lanes “no stopping” zones

from the current “no parking.” A longtime goal of city cyclists, that

change would allow the  to ticket cars

faster.
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“This is what we’ve been asking for, and it’s exciting,” said Nicole Brunet,

policy director for the Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia. “If it

happens, it will set a precedent for bike lanes across the city.”

She thanked Mayor  and Johnson for listening to the

concerns of cycling and traffic-safety advocates.

When the bike lanes are blocked by parked cars and contractors’ trucks,

cyclists have to weave out into traffic to get around them.

OTIS officials and two neighborhood associations have scheduled a

public open house for Oct. 17 to discuss the proposals. The meeting is at

7 p.m. in the Jefferson University Bluemle Life Sciences Building, at 10th

and Walnut Streets.

The announcement comes after a public uproar, sparked July 17 when a

speeding driver veered into the Spruce Street bike lane, snapping

flexible plastic barriers and killing a young pediatric oncologist who was

riding her bike there.

A 68-year-old 

 after striking 

. She was on her way home.

Thomas Fitzgerald
I'm the transportation reporter, covering how Philadelphians get around town (and
beyond).
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David Maialetti / Staff Photographer

A cyclist uses the bike lane on the 1800 block of Spruce Street in July, as Philly Bike Action held a vigil
for Barbara Friedes and other cyclists killed in motor-vehicle crashes.
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TRENDING IN PHILLY
Trump’s Montco town hall turns into strange playlist party after
medical emergencies: ‘Let’s just listen to music’

Lincoln Financial Field, an ‘upscale’ Vet, is ‘just a building’ where
Eagles fans, rabid as ever, congregate

Jason Kelce tailgates with Bills fans and comments on Nick Sirianni’s
‘inappropriate’ postgame antics

Trump’s Montco town hall turns into strange playlist party after
medical emergencies: ‘Let’s just listen to music’

Woman in wheelchair killed in fatal hit-and-run crash

HEALTH

More researchers are studying a
hormone disorder that affects young
women. A Jefferson doctor says it’s about
time.
Jefferson Health ob-gyn Patricia Davis explains: What is PCOS and
how it's treated?

Wendy Ruderman

What does Elon Musk, the world’s richest
man, want from Pennsylvania ... and
America?
Is Elon Musk and his increasingly outrageous efforts to flat-out buy
the 2024 election a bigger threat than even Donald Trump?

Will Bunch | Columnist

The enduring, confusing, and always
delicious Octopus Cart is still puffing
along after 34 years
Center City is full of food carts. But the Octopus Cart is one of a kind,
from its charcoal-fired chicken and falafel to the colorful chef whose
regulars embrace his bluster: "His food is medicinal."

Craig LaBan | Columnist

RESTAURANTS

Conshohocken Italian Bakery announces
that it will close after 51 years
The last day will likely be Oct. 27. “It is what it is, and we’ve had a great
run,“ said Tina Gambone, whose father Domenico co-founded the
bakery.

Michael Klein

FOOD

Levain Bakery opens in Rittenhouse,
bringing its whopping cookies from NYC
You can get a giant-cookie fix from early morning to late night thanks
to Levain's expansive hours: 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily starting Saturday,
Oct. 12.

Jenn Ladd

FOOD

This is dedicated to the buns we love |
Let’s Eat
Philly's new cookie boom, a tribute to Penn Maid (and Queenie the
cow), and tasty cheesesteaks, in New York City, of all places.

Michael Klein

NEW JERSEY NEWS

The ride’s over for Gillian’s Wonderland in
Ocean City
People of all ages returned to Ocean City’s entertainment landmark
Sunday for one last tribute to childhood memories.

Tom Gralish

NEWS

Pictures of the Polish Parade on the
Parkway
The 91st Annual Pulaski Day Parade on Logan Circle and the Ben
Franklin Parkway, Sunday Oct. 6, 2024 celebrated the history, culture
and pride of the Polish American community in Philadelphia.

Tom Gralish

NEWS

Photos of Wawa opening in Sheetz
territory
With the opening of its first store in Dauphin County Thursday, Sept.
19, 2024 Wawa expands into Central Pennsylvania, historically a
Sheetz stronghold.

Tom Gralish

PHOTO - NEWS

Chinatown opponents rally in response to
Mayor Parker endorsement of Sixers
arena
Chinatown leaders call for an all hands on deck action as Mayor
Parker endorses a downtown Sixers arena plan Wednesday, Sept. 18,
2024.

Jose F. Moreno

PHILADELPHIA NEWS

Pictures of Isaiah Zagar's studio
The former South Philadelphia studio of Isaiah Zagar will soon open
for small limited tours, workshops, classes, and artist residencies.

Tom Gralish

WE THE PEOPLE

For 43 years, she’s held politicians to
their promises to help her North Philly
neighbors
“I like being down in the trenches with the people. This is where I
serve best," Valerie Banks said.

Stephanie Farr

NEWS

Photos from the last day at the
Democratic National Convention in
Chicago
Vice President Kamala Harris has formally accepted the Democratic
nomination after a joyful convention.

Jose F. Moreno

PENNSYLVANIA POLITICS

Photos of Sen. JD Vance in Philly
Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance visited
Philadelphia on Monday for the second time this month.

Tom Gralish

ELECTIONS

Who is State Rep. Austin Davis? Five
things to know about Josh Shapiro’s pick
for lt. governor.
Davis made his first visit to Philadelphia as a candidate for lieutenant
governor Friday.

Julia Terruso

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photos of protesters at the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago
Protesters demonstrate prior to the Democratic National Convention
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Chicago.

Jose F. Moreno

NEWS

Photos of recycled shells helping to
restore oyster reefs
Atlantic City restaurants and casinos save oyster shells discarded
from their diners. They are collected and cleaned before being
dumped onto the Mullica River oyster reefs.

Tom Gralish

PHOTOGRAPHY
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recommending $4.8 million in safety

upgrades

curb sections in the existing painted bike-lane buffer

Kenyatta Johnson

Philadelphia Parking Authority

 

Cherelle L. Parker

man was charged with homicide by vehicle while driving

under the influence Barbara Friedes, a resident at

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
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