
The 60-Year-Old Scientific Screwup That Helped Covid
Kill
All pandemic long, scientists brawled over how the virus spreads. Droplets! No, aerosols! At the
heart of the fight was a teensy error with huge consequences.
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Linsey Marr stands in front of a smog chamber in her laboratory at Virginia Tech. For years, she says, the medical

establishment treated her as an outsider. 
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Scientists use a rotating drum to aerosolize viruses and study how well they survive under different conditions. 
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The mannequins in this chamber were used to test the efficacy of masks.  





Yuguo Li, an indoor-air researcher, set out to show that most respiratory diseases spread through aerosols. 
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